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Being a ſhort; Diſcourſe of the unfair Methods 2 
Ministers their taking the Oath _ © 
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ABJURATIO, 


Witha brief Hint of ſame. other things relative chereto. 


: Gen. 49. 15. Iſachar ſaw that Reſt . good, aud he bowed big Shoulder to 


ear. ana became a Servant unto Tribute. 


Iſai. 29. 10. The LORD hath cloſed the Eyes of the Prophets, and the Eyes of | 


the prirc.pal Scers hath he cover ed. 
. Ephraim us oppreſſed, heeauſe he willingly, walked after the Com- 


mandment. 


Jer. 2. $.:Th us Haith the LO RD, What iniquity. bave our Fathers ford: in 
me, that they af e gone Far from 1 me. 8 N 
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V erba Turamenti eo ſerſu accipi Abet, 9 quem * in communi. Em! num 


uſu Gi Ver borum Significatia pendet ex Hominum uſu. Amel. de Juram. 


- Ju ament um, proper Periculum Petjurij edt ſtritti Juris 2 Inter pretat ius, 
ira ut non admit tat latiores illas Explicationet, qua in Fuctia, aut Lic is 
 'aligs jeze locum habent. Amel. ibid. 
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The Nimble Tricker unmask 
S. the melancholy. kheoants od give of the univerſal Fer- 


7? 
Sr, 


7 ment of the Country, arifing from Miniſters their r+king 

| the Oath of Abjnrat ion, cannot but be grievous and aMitting.. 

to every ſerious and thinking Perfon, who wiſheth well to 

| the I tereſt of true Religion; ſo | cannot but own, there 

| are a great many here alſo in the City; who upon the diſs 

pleaſing and ſtomaching Impreſſions they have of our Miniſters (for taking 

the Oath ) have alſo withdrawn from, them, and gg elſewhere to attend the 
- Ordinances diſpenſed by Non. jurants. i 
What this will turn to, GOD only knows; but mean while, it has a 
Frowning Aſpect, and ſeems to portend fad things to this poor forlorn Church, 
whoſe bypaſt deplorable Breaches did always proceed more from the unhap- 

py Diviſions and unfaithſul Defeftignsof profeſſed Friends, than from the 
fa E th of avowed- Enemies: And if there 


gg; wal 
* 


In a Letter to a Friend. 


htile Policy and formidable Strength of àvowWwed Ener 1 the 
de ill Strife amongſt Brethren, even when the Canganite and the Perizzite 
are dwelling in the Land, what can we look for, but that our Wells of Wa- 
ter ſhall be ſtopt, and we our ſelves ſhall periſh. with Drought? 
Sir, Tho' Þ earneftly wiſh, you had communicated the various particulars  - 


you write of, 0 fomeother Perſons of better Judgment, who, have'dipt fur- 
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ther into, and are more converſant. 10 theſe perplexing and nice Points, and 
can give you more ſatisfying Reſolutions, as to each thing You complain of, 
and enquire into; yet ſince you have given your ſelf the Trouble of impart- 
ing them to me, ( becauſe of our Intimacy) and want to know my Mind 
anent them; | ſball very briefly and iegenuouſly offer you my Thoughts 
( ſuch as they are) with reſpect to each Head of Information, Complaint 
and Eaquity mentioned in your Letter. 3 5 
Imo. You tell me, tis confiaently reported among you in the Country, 
and has given great Off-nce to the truly godly, That after the Bill for the 
Epiſc. pal Jolerat ian was paſt, and concluded bv Vote of Parliament, and the 
Royal Aſſent gwen” there o; ( and that notwithſtanding of the ſincere and 
earneſt Addreſſes of the Cummiſſion of the General Aſſembly againſt it, as 
threatning the Overthrow of this Church, and giving a large Licence to all 
Errors and Blaſphemies, diſhonouring to GOD, and throwing up all good 
Ducipline, to the Scandal and Ruine of the true Chriſtian Keligion, contra- 
ry to the Conſtitution of this Church, aid robbing her of her juſt Rights 
and Priviledges) you tell me (lay) that upon that melancholy and cla» 
mant Occaſion, ſomne Judicatories of this Church did appoint a day of Fa- 
(ting and Humiliation, to be kept within their Bounds, and their A for the 
Faſt to be read in all their Congregations, did (p< cifie the foreſaid Toleratien, 
and the ruining Encroachment thereby mad: on this Church, and other En- 
croachments threatned to be made, as the fiſt and principal Cauſes of the 
ſaid Faſt and Humiliation 4 and yet ſome Miniſters within taeſe Bounds did 
not read that part of the Act in their Congregations; becauſe ſome Pei lons 
in theſe Congregations ( who, it appears, regarded the Las of Men more 
than the Laws of GOD) diſſwaded them from it, telling them, I. might ruine 
their Intereſt, if they ſhould be fo foolith and inconfiderate 4s to read any Paper, 
in Contradiction to an Act of Parliament. This (you ſay) is amongſt you 
. I cckoned, both by goaly Miniſters and Chriſtians, great Unfaithfulneſs, and 
2 ſiatul ceding and thifting in the Intereſt of CHRIST's Spirirual Kingdom, 


and a tame Submiſſion to ſuch Adviſers, whoſe Policy .cxceeds their 


| Sir, | have inpparticlly enquiaed s this Point of your Information, and 
g tho” upon the firſt Surmite of it, I could not be eaſily brought to believe, 
f that it was, or could be true; being a Slip ſo very dilagreeble to the Candot 


. and Faithfulneſs ofthe Miniſiers of CHRIST; yet I'm truly aſham'd and 
„ ſorty to tell you, That I fiadit fo as yop repreſentit. . 
—-— I ſhall offer yu only this brief Reflect ion on it; that if this Omiſſion in 


theſe Miniſters, was true Faithiulneſs, juſtifiable Prudence, and warrantable 
Caution ( when ſuch very un ſermin ng Attacks were made on the Church J 
then the free, honeſt and.2ratous Addreſſes of the Commiſſion ef the General 

Abembly, both before and after the paſting thereof, were Acts of the greateſt 


Iadiſcretion 


Indiſcyetion, unthoughtful Imprudence, and carrying in them a'plain Ten! 
dency to ruine the [Intereſt of Religion in this Church; as allo, all the Mini- 
ſters within thefe Bounds, who did read the foreſaid Act for the Faſt, were 
raſh, and unthoughtful Expoſers of this Church to Ruine, by their preciſe 
and ſtrit Adherence to circumſtintial PunRilio's, and thereby provocking 
the Magiſtrate to over-throw our? happy Conſtitution e EDT >, 
Surel am, Daniel that great add faithful Saint of GOD (who under- 
flood the Na ure and Obligation of 'humine Laws, as fully as any Miniſter 
in Sc'rt!/and, and did alſo with as great Tenderneſs of Conicierice obey them 3 
did not reckon it warrantable Prudence and Caution, to intermit his faithful 
W-1ſhiping of GOD C(tho' Darius made a ſcvere Statute and Decree to 
the contrar  ) hut ſo ſoon as he knew, that the Writing was ſigned, he 
went ſtraighi to his Houſe and prayed as Zealouſl/, and as often as he did a- 
foretim-, Dan:6. ON aumane Laws could frighten hintinto; fl:ckning of his 
Hand in Duty, leit thereby he ſhould be thoughtto prefer the Laws of Men 
to the Laws of GOD, and might grieve and ftumble the g oily ant hergen 
the wicked in their evil Ways, by his untaitbful and ſi ful Compliance; and 
Le too too much Ground to ſay, Thir are the beſt Fruits of thete Mini- 
ſters forbearing to read the AR, appvinting the foreſid Fat; and thy they 
may ſatisfie themſelves with ir, as a Piece of prudent Condutt, yet they arg 
alone in that Antiſcriptural Notion of Prudence; for that. a+ judicious, goaly 
and prudent Perſons as they, then did, and (tilFdo reckon it a Pi-ce of Icandas_ 
lous Unfaithfulneſs, and mean truckling to C.urt-policy , which always was 
and ſtil} is hurtſul to the Intereſt of true Religion. | or nee 
240, You tell me, tis the common Report among yo, hat thele Miniſters 
who forbare to read that part of the AR for the fore(-14 Faſt, did, not on- 
ly appear fot ward to take the Oath of Aljuration themſelves, but were alſs 
very diligent in their endeavours to induce others to take it, who were con- 
trariwiſe reſolved then, and have ſeen ſume of the fuefull' conſequents of 
taking it, ſinee that time. „/ Þ ni Colm 
This Point of your Information is as-you repreſent it, ſo far as I, by the 
moſt narrow and impartial enquiry can learn: And truly Sir, | don't muck 
wonder at it, for ſinful Omiſtions do natively lead to Sinful Commiſſions , 
the warpings and miſcarriages of leading Teachers are of dangerous and 
hurtful influence, for, not only the private Chriſtians at Antioch were 
miſled by Peter's diſingenuous dealing, but even Barnabas (Paulis Fel. 
low Laboufer) was allo carried away with the Diſſimùulation, for which 
Paul did faithfully and publickly reprove Peter, as the chief miſleader, and 
the reſt was miſled by his Arguments and Example, Gal. 2. 11, 12, 135 
14. f onee Men flip a- foot in the Cauſe of Chriſt, they may run a great 
length e'er they be convinc'd of their Error; yearmay turn hardned again it 
cConviction. „ l ines e A e is hee 
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Theſe Miniſters did indeed uſe their nfluence (as you ſay) upon others; 
and gained ſome who had reſolved otherwiſe,” (by what Arguments! know 
not ) concerning whom I muſt ſay, they gave very little proof of tender- 
neſs, who were mov'd by a paſling Diſcouxſe of an Hour or two, ſo eaſily 
and ſuddenly to reſile from their former Reſolutions, Which ( if they ated 
like Men of Conſcience) could not but be the reſult of (at leaſt } ſome 
Weeks confiteration,, reafoning, and Prayer; Proh pudor.! unde tam ſubita 
mutatio ? But yet, Sir, the painful diligence of thoſe Zealous Traffickers, 
tell greatly thort of their propoſed ſucceſs, for thy' they wrote Letters to 
ſome, and ſent cut their Miſſionaries to Travel and pray with others, yet 
_ ot ſhort of their Mack, having. ſpent all their Strength in their 
Hir Kire: © 02383 METAL Ea CC 46 1 41. 5 . : 
| There was indeed, one profl'gate Prodigal, a Liburgical Prieft,qualified 
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at the ſam- time, who Join now Mumble his Eg Haſs to his carnal, 


and orotin Rout, with greate: ſafery aus proteftivn than the Miniſters, 


p- form 1. tir: u- ana Divinely tinftirue W orihip of GOD; Now whe, 
tnerenele M vitrais that chu protect that An icuriſtian Service, de ſin - 


gere Leiloss fol our PresDV tcrian Eſtabliſhment, let the Unbyaſſed World 


„une , and way nes muy not, with, as good Conicience, protect the Pop, 
A A t the dow qm it} argily Lhnow not; for the ſame Command” 


that to; hids [aol ry, tr bids Fuperſtitiowalſo „ 


LOTS * 2 


fign, f quently to hei, Miniſters ( before the times appointed for taking 
the Oith ] co ak their Judgment of, the Oath, and ro get their on ſcru- 
ples and cfficulries about it cleared and, removed; that thereby (if poſſible ) 
their Stumbling and Offence might be prevented, in caſe their Miniſters did 


DD #5 JF -*- * + 


ztic. Vu lay Tha many Serious and Godly People came, with a good de- 


Sir, [truly think the people who Reforted to their Miniſters with ſuch 'a _ 


Good and Honeſt Deſign, ated, Conſcienciouſly and Wiſely, and if there 
had been more Free, Frequent, and Ingenious Communication betwixt Mi- 
niſters and their People upon the Subject, it might ( perhaps) have pre- 
vented the Miſunderſtandings and Jealouſies that arg, now, come to ſuch a 
hight amongſt them; tho (I doubt ngt ) a great many People entertain pre- 
judices againſt Miniſters, ,who know: not more than a Child, - whether the 
Oath be good or. bad, but as they hear others talk of it. V 

Sir, Tho | wilh not ſay, That the, firſt framers of the Oäth ih eiter any 
harm to this Church and Nation by it, (for that then it had no Relation to 
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us ) yet [notHing doubt, that the framers of the preſent Hel ol Parliament 
im ng the Oath-on the Miniſters of this Eftablithed Churchy did thereby 
delign td break them; for notwithſtanding the renewed Repreſentations of Mi- 
niſters Difficulties about it;the Parliament would not condeſcend to caſe them 
fo far as to alter one Particle, but plainly forefeeing the Miniſters would ipiir, 
they would not in the leait yeild to prevent the hreacn: Beſides that it is un- 
denyably clear, the greater part of the Members of Partiament Who were 
moſt active to have. if impoſed on the Presby terian Miniſters of the Eſtabliſh» 
ed Church of Scotland, with all the Certifications and Penalties: Annex:d 
thereto,are open and avowed Enemies tothe Miniſters & to our Church Con- 
ſtitution, to whom no AC of Parliament would be mote deſireable aud w-Þ 
pleaſing, than one for our entire Subverlion of our legal Eſtabliſhment: Can 
Scots Presbyterians, then, poſſibly, have good and tavourable thougnts ut the 
O.th impoſed by ſuch Men, and with ſuch a deſign, who are for the mitt 
part kzown Facobites themſelves; and conſequently can never fincerely ge» 
. fire that Ptesbyterian Miniſters thould take the Oath, as a Teſtimony of their 
true Loyalty to a preſent Proteſt ant Sovereign, and unfeigned Affection toa 
Prote ſt ant Succeſſor ? Certainly then, their Puthing it ſo hard at this preſent 
Juncture, can have no other view, but the breaking of our happy Eftubliſh- 
ment; eſpecially conſidering, that a former Parliament had laid it wholiy 
12 from being impoled on the Subjects ol. Scatlana, till after the Cgeens 
Bal Sir, By this Digreſſion, I had almoſt forgot to touch the main thing 
you complain of in this point of your laformation, viz. That Miniſters car- 
ried with ſuch huffie diſdain toward theſe Serious and Gudly People, who 
came to ask their Judgment of the Oath ;.-for clearing and removing their 
own Scruples, and to prevent their Stumbling at Miniſters their taking 
Sir, It you did not poſitively aſſert your being Eye and Ear Witneſs to 
that hie and Formy Carriage you complain @', | could icarce have belie- 
ved, that Miniſters would have acted fo giſagrzeeadle to their Character; but 
ſuch a diſobliging Conduct in a Teacher, io crols to the Sprit of Meekneſs 
and Wiſdom, makes me, truly, wonder the. leſs at the ie Pcopte's witnaraws 
Ing from ſuch Minitters : 1 am not indeed, for People's {-parating, purely 
and fimply on the account of Miniſters taking this Oath (tho' I'm truly 


ſor ry any of them took it) but with all, Luſt ſay, That: Miniſters, who - ; 


* 


did treat any People (and eſpecially ſerious and godly berlons) lo barſhiy 
and indiſcreetly, have thereby given thein too much Pruvacation to ſepara te 
and break eff; and ii they do ſeparate, certainly theſe Miniſters are motily to 
me for it, tor, a meck and healing Spirit in Minitters, js undoubtedly the 
molt”effetu.il Metnod to keep People unite: The great Apoſtle Paul made 
himlelf 4 Servant unto all, that be night zuin the mort, and became all things | 
OE 16 
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(CY 
to all Men, i that he _ by all means fave ſome: And this he did tor” the 
Goſpel' lake. 1 Cor. 9 19. Ce. | 

Sir, I'm very apprehenſive, if Miniſters after weir taking the Oath, uſe 


fach a  difobliging 
vate Converlation, againſt either the People, that withdraw from them, or 


the Miniſters that hayerclaſed the Out h, they'll but make the Breach wider, 


irritate People more, and precute greater Diſpkafure againſt theryſelves-; 
I wiſh hem well, whether they thank me or nar, if they value not my Judg- 


ment, I ſha! not quarrel it, only tell them, That 4 Fool N gave. 42 


wife Mana Counſel: - 


4to. You tell me, Thit ſome. Miniſters rock the Oath wit one Declares. 
tion of their . it, and ſome with another Declaration of 2 diffe- 


rent Strain; Wwhie nv reckon ſome sw hat ſtrange and odd; as if the Qarh 


| had as many und Senſes and e ee Mei. have diſtinet Notions and 


Ideas ol it. 


Sir, Um ſtratned what Remark to give wu on this nicePoint; yet l W A 
dly conceive; that a» Oarh can have no true Senſe but one; and that is cett 


tainly the Senſe of the Legiſtutors and Impoſers, and who ever. take it in any 
other Senſe, they but muck and jugle, and not at all anfwet the End. of the 
Law and Law givers, 

Sir, [fare every ingenuous Min in on, that who ever takes the 
Oath, doth either take it in the exprels Terms, in which it ſtands, and to 
anjwer the End the Legiſhtor intends by it; elle he but eludes the Law; 
and acts not like a Man of Integrity, and good Conſcience; tor after thy 
Matter of the OATH, and the Ads ofParhament referred to, are mentioned: 


immediatly it follows, And ull theſe things I do plainly and Fncerely ac ln 


legde and'fmear, according to theſe expreſs Mor ds by me le and according 


to the plain and common Senſe and Underſtanding of the ſame W or ds, withes : 


any Equivocation, Mental Evaſion, or ſecret *Refervation haf ſae ver. N 


Now you ſee, it is undenyably clear, Tit the expreſs words of the Qach = 


muſt be ſpoken by-the Swearer, and that aceprding to the plain and Com 
mon Senſe of tneſe Words. 


Lask tnen, Whether any Miniſter: of the Presbyterian Charch of- Seor Lind y 


will aſſert, that he truly-believes it was the deſign of the.Framers of this Qath, 
or: the true intent of the Oath it elf; 2 preſent impoſition. of iti cd 
maintain the Legal Eſtabliſhment of chs Cnurch of Secet amd f Tam pariwade 


ed nc Man will lay it. A arne es dn 

But l 8 upom good Ground aft That it ed. the: wal" and Gns | 
cere deſignsof theſe Laws and Law-makers,' to maintain. andi{up ths 
Church ot Ergland, in her e av ae a and Liberties. che | 


expreſs words K, in's Acts are theſe. 


On which fatd Act fithe maintainance Fele Church af 5 rank 3 N e 
Exkabliſhed, doth under God AY depend. And allo, - by That- 
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ndutt, and N tartly from th ir Pulpets, or in pri- 
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pri that they take it only in thæſaia Senſe.” 


- Sy 
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Yat whoſoe ver hall hereaſter come to the Poſſeſſion of this Cromn, it ire: 


quifite and neceſſary, that for the ſecurity of our Religion, they ſball jeyn in 


Communicn with the Chin eh of England as by / aw EH ah hee. 
Now Sir, you tel} me, that a great mary Miniſters have taken the Oath 
with this Declaration, viz. That the Act of Security for our Church Eftabliſh. 


ment, warrands them to underſ and and take it, only in a Senſe that is not any 


way contrary to, or incor fiſtent with the true Prot ſtant Religion, Presbyt erian 


Church Government, Worſhip, and Diſc iplive, Et abliſhed by the laid Aﬀ 


Sir, Iſsid already, That whoever have taken it any other way, than 1 e 


expreis Terms in which tit ſtands, do but alude the Law; and cohſcquently, 


are more lyable to the Penaities, then luch as have plainly and ingeniouſly 
refuſed it; for ſuch as plainly refuſed, do unfeignedly own, that it is againit 
their Light and Conſcience, and therefore they cannot comply with it; but 
ſuch as take it with the foreſaid Declaration, do upon the Matter acknow- 


ledge, that tho the Lawgivers had no Eye to the Miintainance of the Legal- 


Eitabiiſhed Church of Scotland, either in framing, or impofing the Oath, 
yet they'll take it in ſuch a deuſe, 2s if that had been their C7 EF 

| am very apt to think, ſome ſubtile Lawyer ( whoſe Conſcience is taugbt 
to yeild to his intereſt, at pleaſure') bas Supgeltsd this Pulitick whim, io 
Fnfluence Miniſters to the ſame Flezbility of Conicience with himſett, tho 
A car wh the reward of their: Loyal Submiſſion, may not be of equal weight 

th his; but tome its inconceivable, how ſuch a Chimerical Fancy can be 
a ſatisfy ing Salvo totheir Conſcience, info. Momentuous and Aw full a matter 


as a ſolemn Oath, in which all Men (and eſpecially Miniſters ) are called to 
zei with the greateſt fear and dread, leaſt they take tne. holy Name of the 


Great GOD in v, Gm NW. b e e i 
Mzy H calmly and ſoberly ask theſe Gentle Men, in what part of the 
fort ſa d Act of Security, tuch a Warrant Cas they mention) is to be found? 


For tho I have often read it, and at the Writing hereof, am reading it; yet 


can find no ſuch Warrantinit - I find indeed, theſe Words very expreſs 
in it, viz. That none of the Subjects of Scotland ſhall be lyable to, but all and 
eue one of them for ever free of any Oath, Teſt or Subſcription within this 
Kingdom, contrary to, or inconfiſtant withithe foreſaid true, Protest ant Religi- 
oh, aid Prebjterian.Church Goverment, Worſhip and Diſcipline, as above 
eftablijhed, and that the ſame within the Bounds of this Church and King- 
dum ſhall never be impojed upon, of required af them in any Sort. 
. Now: by theſe Words you plainly ſee, That all the Queen's Subjects in 
Scotland, have as full and firm ſecurity as Humane. Laws can give, from ha- 
ving any ſuch Oaths (as aforeſaid ) impoſed upon them, but that therefore 
when theſe Oaths are impoſed, they are: by this AR of Security wackingel 

nh” agen yes pg Nony yk Dd, 8 
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to take th in fuch a. Senfe as is not contrary to our Conſe ſſion of Faith, Prec 


. Church Government, Worſhip and; Diſcipline is fach a wide and for. 


3.65 onſequence, as (1 preſume J no Maſter in the four Cniverfiries will 
ſuſtain, to foll 


ow natively fromthe foreſaid Premiſſes; for, at this Rate of 


7159 3% the Parliament ſnpuld enact and impoſe an Oath for Ant ichriſtlan 

and Ha 

not contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the'r Principles and Church Conftiru- 
for if the Oath of ABJURATION be plainly, and convincings! 

agreeable tothe Covenanted Principles, and Conſtitution of the Church 


Scotland, why ſhould not every Miniſter cheerfully take it? And I wonder, 
that ſo many judicious and gadly Miniſters and private Chriſtians go ſa great · 
ly abhore jr, and are either ſo blind, or obſtinate, as to late their Sufferings 
upon the Refuſſl of it:, Has the Spirit of Light and Truth lo entirely depar. 

| d ſa ſuddenly inſpired others, to whom at other times, 


ted from them all, jag 
and in other thi =D they were nothing infer ior? What ſtrange and unuſual 
In irgticns and ran f rotwoas, art thele?-;t on oh oh | 
It che Oh of ABI 15 0 be not agreeable to the Principles, and 
Conſtitution of the Fresbyteria 1 lads then, to be lure, no 


mew-Commd Senſes, or Dif chiong by Lawyers or Miniſters, can 'poſlibly f 
ſy ifleng Sat vs to à ſerious Man's Conſcience ;" Who is 


fully perſwaged, that the Security of this Church was never once intended 
by the OATH, nor had the Framers of it, ever the leaſt View of that 


the, Law, as, ta ke jt in a Senſe mere clearp and ſatisfying 'to'!the 
whan ooh 3Pprared jn he expneſs 


they 


and up £64 OQLEPUrgaent got an adequate: 
La W. LL de 


dess $9 me clear as Min, Ligbtj that antecedentlytotMinmers theie 
taking he, Oitthe Aa! Securety Gon which'theyp lay! 166; muchswWeigkt, 
1 


and froch which they draw their Warrant Was rendreden E une L 
Jer gabe vide tie deter dot gtuntings alu rue reitit oa Tee! 
fot 


the Parronmges, whereby our Legal Church-Eſtabliſhment 18 quite over urn- 
ed, and dutn now depend þr ec ariously on the Magiſtrate; and our nighly 
| » SR 


applauded 


ometan IAolatry, Scotiſh Presbyterians might ately take it, in 2 Senſe 


* ai 
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<Qith never had, nor yen has! the leaſt Referefce) db 
atz at leaſt they look on the Oath, as of x idowbrful. Senfe, 
and therefore örckoned ihemſel es hound to (werve ſo far from the Letter of. 
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applauded At of Security is _ toa Noſe of Wax, and by our new Re: 
volution Managers made a Screen and Sanctuary to the avowed and malicious. 
Enemies to our Church Eitabliſhment, and we of the Presbyterian Perſwa- 
fion left deſtitute, as fatherleſs Orphans to fend for our ſelves, till ſome new. 


AQ of ſecurity be again made for our Protection and Defence, by our old. 


Well-wifhers, when they return to be Miſter of the Game. 


Now, had the Minifters deliberatly conſidered this ( which they cannot. 


miſs to know) they would never have drawn their warrand from the Act of 


Security Which is now (by the foreſtid Acts) made void and nul to. all 
intents and purpoſes, as to them; and conſequently, can be no Topick of Ar- 
gument in the 3 caſe. | . | 

Ifany Man ſhall fiy there is no Act Reſciſſory paſt in the Parliament of Great 


Britain. Repealing the Act of Security, and conſequently it ſtands yet in 


Force; | Anlwer that a kaw impowering me to do lucha.thing, and fecur 


than if it had never been, when a ſubſequent Law is EnaQed; Reſtraining me 
fr om the Exerciſe of that power, and the uſe of theſe privfledges; and that it 
is lo in this caſe is undenyably clear to any that will but ſeriouſly read and con- 
ider the two Acts for the Toller at ion and Patronages, and the two Faithfull 
and Zealous Addreſſes ot the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly againſt the 
paſſing of the ſaid Acts; wherein the Commiſtion declares their Aſtoniſhi 

Su rprize and deep Aﬀedction to hear ſuch a Bill, for ſuch a large, and alwolf 


ing to me ſuch and ſuch priviledges. is of no more uſe and benefite to me, 


boundleſs Tollerat ion, not only threatning the overthrow of this Church, but 


giving a large Licence almoſt to all Errours and Blaſphemies, and throwing 
7 all good Diſcipline, to the Diſhonour of GOD, and the ſcandal and ruine 
of the true Chriſtian Religion, and the Infallible Diſturbance of the Quiet, 
an} to the Confuſion of this Church and Nation; and therefore,(ſays the Com- 
miſſion ) Me do with the greateſt earneſtneſi beſeech, nay, obt et your Mia jet 
by the ſame Mercy of GOD, that Reſſ ored this Church, and raiſed your Mi je- 
Ay tothe Throne, to int er poſe. for the relief of this Church, and the maintasnance 


of our preſent Ef abliſhment, againſt ſuch a mani feſt and ruining Encroachment. 
And with reſpect to the Att reſtoring Parronages, they Repreſent to the 


Parliament; that the Bill ſeems contrary to the preſent Conſtitution of our 


Church, and that by the Acts of Parliament Eſtabliſhing and Reſettling Pres- 


dyterian Church Government, it is plain, that the Abolition of Patronages was 


made part of our Church Conſtitut ion, and that our Act of Security ratihed in 
the Parliaments of both 1 a including all the Acts relative to our 
Church Eſtabliſhment, mult neceſſarly be underſtood to make the Act Abo- 


Iifhing Patronages a part of our Presbyterian Conſtitut ion, ſecured to us by the 


Now if after all this, any Man ſhall boaſt of our unalterable Security for - 
Pur; Church, he tells but a Tale of a Tub, and talks ofa World in the Moopy, | 
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for now all our Security is the Parliament's Good will and pleaſure, and 2 
Man needs no great Meaſure of a Prophetick Spirit, to foretell what that will 
- be, for we may Judge of the Cloath by the Swatch, g. 
| \ You tell me allo, that ſome Miniſters took the Oath with this Decliration, 


viz. That they would offer no Explication of it to the Juſtices, and Why / 


for that the Commiſlion of the General Aſſembly has already given Our 
© thoughts and Senſe of the Oath ( ſay they) in an humbleAddrels to He Ma- 
* jefty ; which Addrefs was Gracioully accepted by Her Majelty,and approven 
dy the laſt General Aſſembly, 5 3 A Ts 
On this Head I ſhall Briefly remark. 190, I'm ſure theſe worthy Gentle- 
men will not aſſert, that the Commiiſion of the Aﬀembly gave that Senſe 
they ſpeak of, only for their ſakes and in their Name; will they claim ſuch a 


Prebeminence, as to alledge that the Commiſſien meant none elle by the Peſ- 
ſiſſive Pronoun QUR, dutouly them who make this Declaration? No furs, . 


240. If the Commiſſion gave that Scaſe in Name of the Whole Church 
Scotland; 1 ask, who inſtructed and impowered them to do C:? Let them 
produce their laſtructions, and Exhibite the Documents of their Authority, 
If they can; if they Antwer (as they ſay in their Declaration ) that the Ad- 

ureſſes was approven dy the laſt General fſſe mbly. I reply, | 
Imo. That was but (at beſt) an Approbation ex g. N ſas, and did not at 

all Docum-nt an antecedent Authority and Warrand. | 

249. It that Senle the Commiſſion gave, was inthe Name of the Church 
of Scotland; Why did not all the Jurant Ainiſters keep a better correſpond- 
nnce and underſtanding among themſelves, and concert Matters ſo, as to 
t ke it with one and the ſame Declaration of their Mind, in all the diſtinct 
S: ires of the Kingdom; and not give different Declarations, and in different 
Terms, almoſt in every Shire? the Fuftices themſelves not being able ( as 
thev Gay ) io reconcile one part of their Dcclarations with another; Now, if 
| thi: f + (aid Senſe had been the Senſe of the Church of Scotland, what had aR 
the Jurant Minifters more to ſay, but, we take the Oath in the ſenle the 
- Ccmmwithon of the Aﬀſ:mbly gave of ir, in their Addreſs to the Queen, dated 
at Edinburgh March, 5, 1712. „ Rs 5 
38. If the foreſaid ſenſe was the ſenſe uf the Church of Scotland, pray 
what a company of fully dreaming and ſelt. inconſiſtent Fools muſt all the 
Non Jurant AMiniſt era, through all the corners of Sccrtand be, that never once 
thought nor underttood ſo much, nor ever did imagine, that any of the k 
Br ihren would bave had the confidence to aſſert, that the words of the 
8 Addreſs, relative to the Oath, were the fenſe of the Church of 
0 il poſitively deny, that ever the laſt Aſſembly approved the forefaid 
Adureſs of the Commiliion,es an Addreſs from tae Church of Scotland, con- 
' Caining their ſenſe of tae Oath, iy which they were clear to take it 12 
| 2 wv b N 
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de t Addreſs was read in the Aﬀenv1g 4 leit many Members: of the 
9 1 (a LIN gg + ph 8 a"; a yer prov 
lure, in that Paint, as being too forward and ating without their Sphere, 
| 0 0 taal ſtructionsz and conſequentiy the aſſembliy 2 
approve of rkat tep of their conduct; to,which foille of the leading Mem- 
Be s of the Commiſſion replyed, That the Sommifſtly did not preſumes td 
vs that Senſe cf the! Odth, as the Senſe bf the Church-of Scotland; but unly, 
A f Senle, i which C they thought. J d ight be ſafely talen; So that 
Im trply furprited to hear tavie worthy Gentlemen {peak fo Zobfidently, 
92 he t Book, int inp that cho: Commiſſion- had already given: their 
fenfe and thöbghts of the Oxth 4 for the Commiſſion could not give a ſenſe 
bf ireither for the whole, or a part of the Church of Scotland, without 
wartand from the Church; And, even ſuch a warrand, that ſenſe would 
fill be but their own; and not the ſenſe of the Lawgivers ; and canſequent- 
ts rot the true ſenſe bf the Oath: So that none of them with their various 
Dectarations, have yet faken the Oath in the ſenſe: of the Law; nor have 
eee and Parliament as the Non 7 


BYE] 


edit 10 urants 
ive dene. J] TTT. 
_ Whereas they ſay 3 That Atdreſs of the Commiſſion w as graciouſly attept» 
ed by Her Majeſty 5, that, is indeed vefy true; For, in Her Letter to the 
laſt Aſſembly, She faith: The Addreſs of the Commiſſion of the late General 
Aſembly, which as pen to us by thoſe Commiſſionated by them to take 
care of their Aﬀairs hereʒ d'd ſo much mani feſt their Loyalty and good Affecti- 
Gn to our Royal Perſon and Government, and their true Concern for the Suc- 
gefſon :othe Prot kit ant Line; as dtabliſhed by Lam, that it could not but be 
But, that helps them nothing as to the Tenſe of the Oath; for Her Majes 
fly doth not fay, that it was ſo acceptable to Her, that ſhe allewed them to 
take the Oath in that ſenſe, and in no other; if ſhe-had done ſo, the Ar- 
dener drawn from Her Gracious. acceptance of the- Addreſs, had indeed 
err of fohfe föfte? - e eee ate An 943 1 e 
But I preſume, it had been a far more natural and profitable Inference 
made by the Mifiſters; from the Declaration of her M »jelty*s gracious Ac- 
ceptance of that Addreſs, thus, The Queen hau ehe Her great Sat i fact ion, 
with the Teitimontes of our Loyalty, and good Affection to her Perſon and G. 
berHment; and our ConCern'for the Sutceſſtun in the Prot tant Line, as eſta- 
ee % Law 5 Jo that now, all Neveſſi'y of raking-the Qath, ii cut off; an 
ath being only neceſſary for diſcoveriry of Truth; and Deciſion of tontroverſig 1, 
but here the Truth 65 diſcovered and owned, all Controverſie about it is remou d 
alm conſequertly; nb Shadow of Ground left jor imp ſing an Oath ; and h, Oath 
beivg only (amjul, when net eliary z therefore we cannot now lamfuly tale this 
O41. Sh DE bd Janet eu a} ty Et GIL EEE ß 2 4«&his 
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- This: (Method ch reafoping, 'm. lüre, had been; far more 1 85 the 
Ong and Cander of «Mmniftess; ad a mor Aue 02g e 
-thcir.FaithfulacÞ) andi ne- Achllfor the Intereſt: a 
Hani thama, tame andieaſs oryudting tothe e fat gl. 
tions of Rulers, mg&ly:to,gratitieatteir) Humor, 0 4.47 
S, :I torgot fo telh ybu in itꝭ proper phes, that n rele - 
BR: Aſſembly to! theiQuebn: was put to the / Vote Approve or po 1 am 
taialy informed, byſuch as Wers preſent, that ſundry Merube rs voted, 
approve: And told in open Aſſembly, That their Meanivs Was! not, 10 
they di pro d the w Hole Af-the] Aﬀembiyis Addreſsiz but that, the vs would 
not 2 7 — that denſe the Commiltion ha dagiven of the Oath,, asa Deep, and 
. AR of th Church. of Scotland ; and tonſidtrable Part of th hele,, 5 15 fs tad 


approve; were of.the. ſame Mind: So: that it is plain, that the, & not 
apprave of The 8 e ge: conrghaing the Qhpreh, of Sox la 15 
Senſe oft the: OA TH. 

Sir, Noa proceed to telnme ſome little Stonies of bitter, ad... injur us, Re 
flections made by the rum Mi niſt iris dd their bee the 0 Nen; e 
now, when they obſe rve the People deſerting: 45 or taking i. 

. Before I make kny Remark on articular Stories (Which, you tell Ear are 
unqueſtionably: true, and ſhall be proven, if it be required). | muſt own th; it 
it fills me with aſtoniſhment to hear, That the Jurant, „Migiſters vent injurt- 


dus Reflections againſt their Brethren; that differ from them for I am told, 


That both in the laſt Aſſembly, and in their; relpeRivg, Synods following, 
theſe. Miniſters that appeared for the. Oath, did, moſt keggly plegg al ur 
ra- 


al Forbearance among Miniſters, in ca ſe different Sent 1525 | 
ctice; and if notw itbſtanding, they come tobe te ra? 9905 and 


Aveerefſors; 1 muſt ſayz'They ſkew veny Hitife — — gr e in their 
Conduct ʒ and mind me of 55 Proverb, That there . are "nts wo give hot ß 
the Nip, and the loud οπ⁹Tỹ . 


1970] Wou teil me, That yon have "EY Ag: 917 the Jurans. Migiſter 15 f Yo 
That the Oath iz Jogoodiand: taifid p than t here is, v Heneſt e cl ang 


will refuſe it. 2 
| Sis, It even any theſe Mirſ\fers have, Ag tu fed, ee "on. 1 2 
SEP Where the noble Properties o CARTE HK are. ſpecifièd. unfol 
they either have not\tty ly erplained, them, or they makernot 10 11777 5 
practiſe tei own Doctrine j For), Charity 45.247 eaþily; provack 65 4 170 thin 


20 evil dm forrprafty:Minjfhertin atath has ee ath 1335 5 


I ſhou'd be very ehen andcdiſplesſe d beay any Penſen, of 15 5 
ay, Nobel cf the deniitors thatibeve taken i — 0 Aan: For 
7 TÞbeticve otherwiſe; and: tiatever; NMitüſtew hay: 7 e 
may ſafety ay of nim Heels, nat only'asMan gt ane gs 


15 u. 
1 miſkd-by- their: colkiideg Gar Why 0 dre We AN 5 


8 n. (14) 5 
the Reproach of his own Character; for, He that ſeemeth to be religious, and 
Jet bridlerh not his Tongue, his Religion is Vain, Jam: 1. 26. Are all the 
Nen Jurant. Minift ers void of Honeſty and Integrity COD forbid: Are 
they all but Pretenders to Conſcience and Piety,withcut any Mealure ot Truth 
and Sincerity ? The LORD rebule the lying 1iips,that a7. 
240, You tell me, That ſome Miniſters ay, that the Non jurant Mini- 
ers, did not refuſe the Oath from a Convict ion of its ſinfalneſs, but only tb 
our their People, who Ignorantly Starte at it, not knowing whether it be 
Good or Evil. t „„ PD 
Sir, | would gfadly know whether any of the Non 1:wrant Mini ters ever 
ſaid fo to their Brethren that differ from them, nor do | Judge that arg 2 
ſufficient Ground to refuſe it, if in it felt lawfull and grod if the Non Juranms 
did not ſay ſo to any Pei ſon, how did the Furants kno v, that that was their 
'only Reaſon, or a Realon at all, of their refuſing it? Are they become Judges 
of ſecret thoughts? | wiſh their Imbittered Spirits may not drive them 
upon unwarratable Eacroachments on God's Peculiar Preregati ve. 
Zuat, eto, It were true, that Miniſters did refuſe this Oath, leſt thereby 
they ſhould fo diſpleaſe their People, as that the People could not wi h any 
inward ſatis faction, attend and receive the Ordinances ei the Goſpel, Dif- 
penſed by them; I humbly conceive, they acted prudently and Conſcienci. 
ouſly in lo doing; except it be proven that the Oath is fo good and ntcefſiry 
a Duty, that a Miniſter cannot refuſe it without ſinning againſt GOD, againſt 
his own Soul, and the Souls of the People; for certainly every Miniſter ſhould 
carefully ſtudy ſueh a Conduct in all things, as may molt effectually Contri- 
bute to the Succeſs of his Miniſtry, and avoid every thing that may obſtruct 
and binder the lame: Experience teacheth, that When a Miniſter kimiclf 
is not acceptable to his People, his Miniſterial Labours cannet edify their 
Souls; I do not ſay, that a Peoples ſa tisfaction or diſpleaſure is to be the only 
Standard ofa Miniſters Duty, but I will ſay, a Miniſter can never be uſeful 
to a People in their Soul- concerns. unleſs his whole Conduct may be ſuch as 
may evince, that the Glory of GOD, and their Happinc , are his m. ii Scope 
„ Tv LFvan Me Tn 
I would gladly know, what is tobe under ſtood by pleafng the Peopc?tf the 
meanining be, to pratifie their touchie humour, and indulge them in gidujie 
And ill Grounded Notions;it isa Maliciout and Tying Calumm, ſay it who will, | 
and the Language of Perſons who never ſtudied much to plrale any Body but | 
themſelves; and were they of the N ulgar Rank, ee find 
them as uneal and foon 5; 2 under their lnſprction. bo k 
5 ie the meaning be, 7 b 


| de, to'plent dem to their Edifcatiun, Why? this is 
bath 2 Minifters Duty ind His Wiſdom; aud know nothing tends more 
naturally to this end, than a Mi nifler's pain fulr eſs in his great Work, and a 
calm and obliging Conduct in his private and publick managements; fe 2 
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„ for the fudden Beyliags and upnRehfft aporations of Miniſters Pafſiong 
re in their publick and private Adminiſtrations,” tend more to alienate people 


th from-them, and the Ordinances, diſpenſed by them, than all their good Ex- 


\ hortations will be of uſe to endear true Godlineſs to them, —_ 
ts Sir, iſ | ſhou'd ſay, that Miniſters who took the Oath, were moved to 
10 it, more from a concern to preſerve their Stipend, than from a perſwaſion 


be of the Lawſulneſs and neceſſity of the Oath it ſelf ; they would, perhaps, 
tell me, it is an injurious and il} grounded Suggeſtion ;. and yet I may 


er 3} confidently ſay, it is far leſs injurious, and mueh better grounded, than the 
mn other wherewith they charge the Non Furants NN 

ts When the Oath was delayed at Lambmals; what could that expreſſion 
ir mean, II is good a frit? Yet this many of them ſaid; agiin, when [ ask't 
rr their Judgment of the Oath, they anſwered ; we fee nothing in it, but the 


m |' Church of England ro be obtruded on un: Yea, what could indute theſe Mi- 
niſters to. take the Oath, who have not been at the Meetings of Presbytry, 
theſe four or five Years paſt; ſome of them have Preached' none for ſome. 
Years paſt, ſome of them very ſeldom; and others fo ſuperannuate, that 
they're not Capable of Converſation, Others not able theſe many Years 
paſt, to Travel through any part of their Congregations, to Catechiſe and. 
to Viſite Families, or the Sick; and conſequently are almoſt [ if not altoge-, 
ther] uſeteſs to their people, let any unbyaſſed Perſon judge what could be 
theſe Mens main Motive to take the Oath if it was not to preſerve the Sti - 
pend ; let us hear a-more relevant ground, for when the great Apoſtle Paul 
}zboured moſt diligently among the Corinthians, in all the parts of his Mini- 
ſter al work, yet he could lay, I ſeek not yours but you; | ſeek not your. 
Wealth but the gaining of your Souls to Chriſt, . Now, what.theſe Mini- 
} fters, who are not able to Eabour at all among a People; are. ſeeking, by. 
taking an unneceſſary Oath, | leave to every ingenious perion to Judge. 
If any of them ſhall ſay, What! 'muſt Miniſters ſtarve, becauſe they ate 
diſabled from their Work by the affficting Hand of GOD k | 
I anſwer, If none plead that, except ſuch as have nothing where with to 
ſupport themſelves and Families, ſave only the Stipe nd, it mrrits indeed ſome 
Conſideration, and they are truly ObjeAs of Compa ſſion, tho: ſtill J think 
it hard, ( if not unjuſt ) they ſhoulq claim the whole Stipend; when they're 
able to da no Service, or at beſt, only that which is next to none, 


cus — 


But, if any Miniſter, who has a ſu Gienicy of outward Subſtance, whareby „ 
he and his Family may be hanſomely ſubſiſtèg. (eſpecially having acquired it 1 
by the. Stipends of that Pariſh as the Fond) will ſtill claim the whole Art, i i 
tho' no way able to ſerve the People in their Souls Concerns ; 1 myft_iryly.. } 


Wers 


lr, I cennot reckowtim deeply cancer d fer the Glory 7 55 'A 
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Sir, If 1 ſhould retort, all of the Furant Afinifers took the Oath, meerly, - 


28 4 Piece of complaiſant and courtly Obedience, without the leaſt convinciu 
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| they Took Cn the Non Jur aut 
Covenahted Presby terian Principles, and conſequently moſt oppoſite to 


8 2 - .f 17 -J 
- ſhed and kept Priſoners by armed Men in Sheep-houſes full of Dirt; and yet 


tir Authors and Actors never puniſhed, nor theſe mournful Grievances e- 
ver redreſſed to this Day. But 20 Itisafalſe and lying Calumay, that the 


Mliniſters reful. d the Oath, meerly becauſe it was impoſed by Authority; for 


I'm acquaint with a great many of them, and can coufi dently and on god 
ground, ſav of them, The Queen has not mor: faithful, and truly Loyal Sub- 
jects in her Dominions; noae who pray more ſincęrely and carneſtly for Her, 
and will more readily aſſiſt and defend her againſt all her Enemies; tho! in- 
deed they lay, they never could reckon it diſſoyaltv, want of Aﬀ-Etion to 
her jetty, nor $:ubborneſs of Humor, to tell her ajefty (with all Humi- 
lity and dur Deference ) when and wherein her Laws ate grievous and un- 
ealie to them, when a Parliament makes hurtful Encroachments on the 


Rights and Liberties of the urch; and when they judge her Coiſtitution | | 


in Danger thereby; they reckon it their undoubted Priviledge, and a Te-, 
ſtimony of true Faithfulneſs and Loyalty, humbly and plainly to reprefent 
theie things to their Sovereign; that thereby their Sovereign may 
the better underſtand what Meaſures to take, for an equ:1diltribucion cf 
Juſrice to all the.Subjeſts, and eſpecially, to hold off any rhing that may be 
prejudicial to the Intereſt of true Religion, as certainly the foreſaid Acts 
mott evidently and undeniably are; and if they ſtand {till in Force, th: dool- 


ful and huriful Eff:&s of them, w 1] be afterwards more ſenſibly and furrow- 
fully felt by all true and faithful Precbyterians in Scotland. 


40. You tell me, that many of the Furant Mini ſt ers, in talking about the 


- Oath, do ordinatly afiim, that the Nez Jurant Miniſters are down right 


Facobites. | | 
Sit, whoever ſay ſo, give ſufficient proof of their-Malice, but none of their 
Wiſa:m; for as this is the Language olan invictive and lying Spirit, fo I 


know none will believe them, but ſuch only Whole Malice and Folly is of 


the lame (7z:.with their on; when Men intend to-impole on the credulity 


of others, they muſt not imagine to accomplith ir by counlent Brom beating 


aſſertions only, un eſs thele carry in them ſome ſhew or Probability of (ruth; 
tut this Acculation has the luperlative .degree of the former, and not the 


Halt Grain weight of the other im it. 


_w ” 


Beljdes, the know and avowed Facobites themſelves do not believe it, for 
| Miniiters,.as the Men moſt tenacious of 


their Beleved and lang d for King James the Eight, And, | nothing doubt, 


ſhould he ever fi; on the Throne of Britain [ which goo) 60 forbid J that 
for one tame and pliable Subject among the Nu Jurants, he (hall find 


twenty among the-Jurant Presby terians in Scotland, including Minilters 


and Laicks together; Las } formerly hinted ] they take their Marks, by the 


Moon, wav reckon the taking or not taking of the Qath, the difcrininating 
ns: no 585 Chalacter 
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\ | Character of Jacobites or true Revolution Men; for I can name a great 
4 many in Scotland of ſundry Qualities, as firm Facobites as any at & Ger- 


mans, who yet have taken the Oath; tho' I ſhall not ſay, Heartily, will. 
ingly, and truly upon the true Faith of a Crit ian. 

Fto, You tell me that ſome of the Jurant Miniſters ſay, That no Mini. 
Ners have refuſed the Oath, except ſuch as are unlearned, weak, and of leaft- 
Judgment, and the most Learned, moſt Prudent, and of the greateſt depth of. 
Judgment have taken it. | EG 

Sir, the Vanity and falſhood of ſuchThraſonick braggadochio's brings to my 
Mind Job's anſwer to his three Friends when they bare nard upon him, Job 12 
2, 3. No doubt ye are the People, and Wiſdom ſhall die with you. Doubtleſs you 
have engroſſed all the Reaſon, Learning and Wiidom of Mankind, and 
every Man muſt fit at your Feet and be taught; but, ſays he, I have an un. 
derSt andirg as well a5 ye, I am not inferior to you, and what ye know, the [ame 
do I know alſo, and am not inferior unto you, If thele Gentlemen did expres 
themſelves, in Terms of greater humility and Self. denyal, it would be a 
more convincing proof both of true Learning and Wiſdom, and might 

( poſſibly) oblige their Brethren to value them on that ſcore. But ſuch 
Airy and ſelf conceited boaſting is none of the leaſt Indications of weakneſs 
_ Equally to, if not greater than what they charge their Brethren with, ; 
But FEſto, it were true, that the Jurant Miniſters are Men of greater 
Learning and Wiſdom than their Brethren that differ from them, yet un. 
leſs they be allo Men of greater -Holinefs, Faithfaithfulneſs, painfulneſs in 
their Miniſtry, and Zeal for the Intereſt of the Mediator; what will the 
empty Elegium of Learning and Wiſdom avail! them? The Church of 
Rome and the Hierarchical Church of England can afford many moe wiſe 
and Learned Men than they; are therefore, the Idolatry and Superitition of 
theſe Churches more eligible than the Purity and Simplicity of Chriſt's own 
Inſtitutions? 1 do nor think theſe Gentlemen will fay it; and, if they ſay, 
their taking theOath of Abjuration doth manifeſt their greater Learning and 
Wildom, let them pleaſe themſelves with that rare fancy, I do not envy 
them that fatisfa&ion 5 | had far rather be one of the focliſh things of the 
World vw hom GOD hath choſen to confound the wile, and one of the weak 
things of the World, which he hath choſen to confound the things that are 
mighty, 1 Cor, 1. 27. SE | . 
firmly believe, there are more Learn'd and leſs Learn'd Men, of more 
wiidum and leſs wiſdom, on both ſides; but J muit own, I never reckon'd 
that, the taking or ictuling the Oath, had been the true and certain Diageo 
no##ick of either; and, if they reckon, that by the ſtrength of their Learn- 
"ith ing au Wildom, they have fully and diſtinctly comprehended the true 
f ſe:112 and {cope of every Clauſe of this complext and {trangely interwoven 
Oath, I could heartily with, ſome able and expert Lawyer were appointed 
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ſideration and foreſight, as not to have exceeded this Gentle-man's 


(C9 ) 
to put them to a Siffing Tryal on every Point; and, I'm very apt to think, 
that like Sampſon, they ſhould quickly find their Great Strength departed 
from them, and their highly boaſted of Wiſdom, even turned into a weak- 
neſs like that of other Mew; belides, that Men of the greateſt Abilities ei- 
ther in Church or State, are not always Men of the moſt approven Inte- 
grity, ſad Experience hath and ſtill doth put beyond debate, | 

Goto. You tel) me, That a jurant Miniſter (who is reckoned a Man of Senſe) 
ſaid to your ſelf; That had the Penalty of Non-jurancy in the Act of Parlia- 
ment, been more moderate; viz. The loſs of the half of the Stipend yearly, to 
every Non jurant Miniſt er, he ( viz. the foreſaid ſenſible Man) could boos 


Engaged tobe 4 17 if any Mini ſter in Scotland ſhould have refuſed it; but 
0 


the Penalty being ſo exorbitant, they look'd on it, only as a Bugbear, to frighten 
Men alittle; and conſequently it had no Weight with them. 

Sir, | ſhall not now examine and ſurvey the Extent of that Gentle man's 
Senſe ( tho' J reckon this fine Knack no convincing Demonſtration offit ) buf. 
I may confidently expect to eſcape the Cenſure of an uncharitzble Surveyor, 
tho' I affirm, ſuch a Dragoon Dialect carries no Savour of Miniſterial Ten- 
dernels and Piety in it; but has a plain Tendency to render the Oath more 
nauſeous and exceptionable, and to alienate all men of true Tenderneſs, the 


more from it, when ſuch ſcurrilous Bullie babble is eſpous'd by Presby terian 
| Miniſters in its Defence and Juſtification, - 


Beſides, Sir, Had the Members of Parliament been Men of ſuch deep Con: 
1 anc Quot a, but 
gone readily into his Modification of the Penalty; L am fully perlwaded 7 
that (without any ample Remiſſion ) the poor Man, miſtaken in his Poli- 
ticks, had e're now, died as a fool, loſt his ſweet Life, with all the Satisfa- 
ction and Benefit of his own Loyal ABJUR ATION, leaving behind him 
an vc ful Caution to others, againſt all confident and dangerous Ingagements 
upon uncertain future Events. | | 


Doth it not alſo undeniably appear from this Gentleman's-Bullie Confidence, 


that his main Inducement to take the Oath, was the Preſcrvation of his Si- 


perid, and that he nothing doubted, his carnal and baſe Motives would have 

equal Weight with all other Men; but GOD be thanked, ſome are taught 
to act from more noble Principles, and in view of a future Reckoning: And 
tho' the Oath ſhould yet again be impos'd only with his moderate and diſceet 


Penalty, they will rather incur the Forfeiture of the former exorbitant Pe- 


nalty, and let his Politick Head hay to the Boot, than act fo inconſiſtently 
with Preſbyterian Principles, throw a Taſh on the Teſtimony of our worthy 
Martyrs, who died for their ſtedfaſt Adherence thereto; and at one Throw, 
make a voluntar ſurrender'ef that which our zealous and faithful Ance&ors 


tranſmitted to us, at the Rate of their Blood: Touch not, taſte not, handle 
not the unclean thing, was, and yet eee Doctrine; and of its per- 
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not their Judge, they Hand and fall to their own Muſter, 


no Oath, Bondy Tet of any Kind, ſbould be required of any Minifter, or Mem- 


? 


? 


55 or FR. 
tinent and ſuitable Application in the LY, Caſe, l am beyond all Doubt. 
Are all the Non jurant Miniſters Knaves or Fools? Has GOD given them 
all up to ſuch a blindneſs of Mind, that they ſee neither their Duty nor In- 
ter: {| ? Surely their great Averſion to the Qath muſt flow from {ome thing; 
will they all conſpire toruine themſelves, and (as lome not very charirabty 
ſay ) tie Church too, without any real Ground? Whether their, or their 
Brethrens Practice has the gresteit Tendency thereto, the Event will prove; 
I hall nat now determine : But for my ſelf, 1 firmly believe, neither of them 


do at all deſign it; I wiſh they may forbear what is irritating hinc i nde; the 


Fire is ſoon ki,dled; but not ſo eaſily quenched; Had nortiie Ab» jurdns 
been lo injurio: flyattack't by theſe, hom they leaſt ſuſpet<d, this Vindica- 
tion nad not ien the Light; the I'm fure the Defer-iers: pate 's the moſt tin». 
nocent, Let this prevent future Provocation, A vrathful Mr: jiirreth wp 


Strife, but he that is low to anger appeaſerh Styi , Prov, 15 21%. 


Thus, Sr, | have briefly dilplai4 the Fallicy and jnſufficttncy of theſe 
Grounds and Warrands, upon Which the Miniiters jult-fie their tiking the 
Oath, and if notwithſtanding, they have ft I! a Sari faftion and Peace in their 
OWN C. o ciei ce, upon e ious and impartcial Refl tions; | have done, I'm 

[ have alt» ſhewed the Falſehoo4 and Malice of thele injurious Aſperſions 
caſt on the Nor jurant Miniſters, ſ far as you have informed mz of them; 1 
am heartily {oiry tacy come from the Pet ſons by whom they ſhould be m ſt 
carefully avoided ; and tis makes ſome People very jealous, that if ever it be 
in the Power of Jurant Miniſters, to perſecute their Brethren, that differ 
from them; ſome (I will not fay ab) of them will not ſpare, having al- 
N given ſucha Teſt of their Temper, without any juſt Provocation lo far 
as | know, 5 . — | 

I ſhall now ſhut up all, by propoſing a few Queries to the Jurant Mini- 
fters, wherein ] would gladly have ſome ſerious and ſolid Satisfaction to my 
Con ſcience, for i'm a Man truly deſirous of Light. | 

Quer: Imo. Did they never ſerioully reckon this an unneceſſary OATH, 
having given ſo many repeated Teſtimonies of their Leyaltiy and good At- 
fection ro the Queen; Wherewith ſhe: had declared her great Satisfaction; 


was it ſo light aud eaſie a thing to their Conſciefices,” to ſwear? without Nece/- 


fity, meerly becauſe it was the Parliament's Will to require it? This me 


thinks, ſhould have had Weight with a tender Conſcence, tho” the Oath 


* 


had been a thouland times clearer than it is. * 
Quer: 2do. Would ſo many Miniſters have taken the Oath, if it had been 


impòos'd on them immediatly after the Ratification of the- VU N1O N? eſpe- | 


Tially when they were under ſuch tears of new 'Oarhs, from the Parliament of 
Britain, and in their Addreſs to the #z-happy Vnion- Parliament, craved, That 


ber 


3 3 . 
ber of this Church, inconſiſt ent with our 2 Pyineipies: And particularly, 
they ſpecifie that Clauſe of this fame Oath of ABJURATION, that reſpects 
the Succetſion; and plainly aſſert ( tho” now it be difown'd by the Furanrs ) 
That therein, Reference is made to the Engliſh Acts of Parliament, which we 
cannot well underftand; and conſequently cannot ſmear in Judgment; And, 
That the Qual fications required in the SuCcefſor to the Crown, are not agree] 
able to our Principles, Sure Jam, the Principles of this Church are, the fame 
they then were; | am heartily ſorry then cha the longDetey of thoſe grievous 
Impoſitions on this Church has been improven by Miniſters, ono better Ad- 
vantage, thin by the kelp of Lawyers ( whoare ſeldom tender Chriſtians ) to 
deviſe and coin new Gleſſes aud Diſtipctions, for making upa Coalition be-. 
twixt Presby tcrian Principles and this Oath; which, aftef ail their Art and 
Labour, is ſtib tur a Rape of Sand, and capable of no firmer Cement, than 
the Iron and Clay, that made vp the Feet and Toes of Nebuchadnezzer's Image, 
even ” ſuch a herervgenious Narure, that they cannot-poſlivly cleave one to 
another? 5 . JGG 
Quer 3tio. Had they, never any Difficulty in abjuring the pretended 

Printe f Wales, per/onal'y Conſidered, Without any ſpecified Ground or Rea- 
ſon of rus ABJURATION? For, in the Oath there is not one y able con- 
cerning either his Birth or Religion; certainly when I aim required to abjure 
a Peron, | {ould have clear, diſtin, and ſatisfyipg Grounds of ABJURA- 
TION, and not 'a blind Subauditur; this is Pops Faith and Obedience 8 
over. „ 3 8 5 
Quer: go. Is it no way ſtraitning to a tender Conſcience, to'renounce all 
other Per {ons whatfoever ( tho' they be Proteſtants ) from all Right of Suc- 
ceſſion, except the Family of Hannover! eſpecially when the Parliament has 
aſſerted their Power of altering the Entail; and that it ſhall be Treaſon in 


| any Perſon to jipugu their Power? For by Vertye of this Power (the Parli- 


amentthink fit to enaft and require) we muſt ſwear to many diſtinct Suc- 
ceſſors per vices, and yet perhaps, never one of them ſhall be an actual Soxe- 
reign; He that can thus make his Conſcience a Noſe of Wax, flexible at the 
Parliament's Pleaſure, let him doit; but through Grace, I ſhall never be 
his Prololyte. 3 BB . 
Quer: 510. How can the Jurant Miniſters be ſo fully perłwaded, That the 
Scruples of the Nen jurants, (to whom they give the diminutive and conterp® 
tuoz” Epithet of dome, in their Speech to the Juſtices at Edinburgh, 4s if 
they were only a few Nonſerfical Animals, not worthy of the Regard of ſuch 
venerable and leading Doors) about the Oath, ate altogether groundleſz ? 
Were they not as deſi: ous to underſtand the Deſign and Senle of the Oarh 
as the Julants? Had they not the ſame Occafions and Means of Light ? 
Were they not as painful in their Search and Inquiry ? Do they not as fully 
own the Duty of 5ubjeRion' to the higher Powers ( in all things lawiul ) as 
any 


as theſe that differ from them? Are they all ſuch filly and unthinking 
Dunc es, as to ſtate their Suffer ings upon meer Chimerical Fancies, and Mat- 
ters of Moon · Shine, and to tun the Hazard of exorbitant fining,Impriſonment, 
and to be deprived of all the Priviledges of true Subjects ? I ſay, would they 
madly expoſe themſelves to all theſe Diſadvantages, and (which is worſe than 
all theſe ) to a laſting Suſpenſion - from the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry? If 
they were not as fully perlwaded( and | think on better Grounds ) that 
the Oath is an Unneceſſary, injurious, and Unlawful impoſition, and incon- 
ſiſtent with our Covenanted Presbyterian Principles? $nd that this their 
perſwaſion and Non Furancy are not Groundleſs ( as the Jurants confident- 
1y aſſert) | ſhall but quote à part of the Commiſſion of the Aſſembly their 
Letter to their Commiſſioners at London, dated September zoth i708, where- 
in they inform them of the bad Conſequences with reſpe&t to the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, that follow upon the preſſiug of the Oath of Abjuration, 15 
it is preſently conceived (and it is no otherways conceived now ) and 
'thereupon they intreat them to e their beff-Endeavours for a remedie;telling 
them what part of the Oath was ſtumbling to many very well affected to Her 
Majeſtie: Perſon and Government, and to the I ryteStant Succeſſion ( you ſee 
they were not then reckoned Jacovites) as it 15 contain'din the Entail, be- 
cauſe of the reference it hath to tie 24 Att of Parliament therein mentioned, 
which contains ſeveral Qualifications of the Succellor, which they conceive tobe a 
part of the Oath. And we are Lorfiient (lays the Commiffion) That 
upon dur Infor mation, the Queen aud Parliament, for eaſing the Con- 
ſciences { not the Humors J of Her faithful and leyal Subjects here, and for 
preventing the ſad Cunſequences for chunt, will be cafily prevailed with, either 
te take away the Reference expreit iu the Oath, or to make that part of 
the Oath, which contains the Succetiion, ns way: include, or reduplicate up- 
on the foreſaid Qualifications 0 Succejſor, From which I infer, That si- 
ther the Commiſſion's ſo earneſt Deſires at that time were groundlefs, and 
*8mpty Chat, or the preſent Scruples (I ſhould fay weighty Arguments) of | 
the Non jurants, are very ſolid, highly reaſonable, and well founded, | 
What a ſtrangely Metamorphos'd Judicature do they make the Commil- 

ſion, turning it into many diftcrent ſhapes, that at firft found great difficul- 
ties in the Oath, great inconveniences in preſing it on the Laicks, a plain 
7 Kelerence in it to the Act of Parliament, and a Reduplication thereon? and 
F yet now, ſo fully convinced of its Lawſulneſs, Expediency, and want of that 
1 Reduplicztion, that they can confidently give a ſenſe of it, that is ſufficient 
a to clear the Conſciences of Miniſters to take it. I greatly want an Oedipus 
ik 5 to unriddle this Myſtery. _ 5 wy 5 
| | Beſides, upon a Motion in Parliament for changing the Particle CAS) | 
into ( Which) the Houſe of Commons would upon no account-yFild to it, 


5 112) a 
any in Britain? Are they nat as capable to diſcern betwixt Sin and Duty, 
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and why ? for that then the Church of ROT could have no Security from 
ſuch as took the Oith: Whereas the Houle of Peers was ſo far convinced 
 of- the reaſonableneſs and equity of, the Presbyterians Straitning Scruple and 
difficulty, that Thirty Temporal Lords,an4TenBiſhops; Voted for the change 
Lr whichKintneſs we owe them Thanks ].1nd I preſume, had both Houſes 
of Parliament conſoate4] to the change, the Jurant Miniſters in Scotland 
wou'd have reckoned the Matter more clear and eaſie even to themſelves; 
ty with me it is a Principle, that no State Oaths ought to-be impos'd up- 
on Goſpel-Miniſters, their very Office obligeth them, both to Teach- and be 
Eximplary in all. the comman1ed Duties of Loyalty ahd Subjection to the 
Higher Powers; an1if either their Doctrine or Practice be Seditious, Trea- 
ſonable, or Rebellicus, let them be Examplarly- puniſh'd according to Law, 
and the Nature and Degree of their Crime; For 'm fully perſwaded this 
Method of Management would nioſt effectually contribute to preſerve the 
publick Peace; whereas Publick State Oitht, ſeldom or never had better 
Effects, than to render the Government uneaſie to Subjects, diſiurb the 
Quiet of Church.and Common Wealth, create and foment Jealouſtes be- 
twixt the Soveraign and Subjects, divide the People into Factions and Pars 
ties, give Occaſion to fizry and turbulent Spirits to blow the Coal, and 
by degrees to reduce Church and State to Ruine, which I earneſtly pray 
GOD in His great Mercy may prevent in Britain and Jreland: The 


Tragical Emergents, and Male admini ſtrations of bypaſt Times may per- 
ſwade us to be wiſe, if we will. am, 


Sir, 


December 29, 1712. mift Sincerely Tours... 


FOLDS TSC R1 P T, 
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* Have Appended the. following Maxims as a true Teſtimony of my 
unfeigned regard to my undoubtable Soveraign QOVEEN ANNE, 
that now Reigns.over Britain and Ireland, and the Dominions thereto be- 
Longing, - | 
7 Wiſe and Faithful Princes will not fo far gratifie and indulge their 
Higheſt Courtiers, as thereby to irritate and diloblige the moſt and beſt cf - 
their People. | | 
2. As Princes are frequently too much in the Power, and under the influ- 
ences of their Chief Miniſters, ſo they ſhou'd be very Cautious and D-liberate 


in the Choice of them, and, upon well grounded Complaint, diſcourage . 
their provoking Counkcls, 


g. Tho” Princes are not to WG 7 contentious Quarrelings and Com- 
plaints of their People, in ſelfiſh and minute Concerns ; but to difcourage, 
and ſypprels turbulent Humors: Yet in the Matters of Religion and Liberty, 
lis leis dangerous to mind too much what they ſay, than to mind it too little. 

Wiſe Princes may perſwade themſelves, that a bot and turbulent Par- 
ty in Church and Com mon- wealth, who make it their Work, to ſlander and 
be ſpatter others, and would have all trod under, or cut off, that are not ex- 
actly of their Size and Make; would alſo treat the Prince himſelf at the ſame 
Rate, were it in their Power, if he ge not into their cruel and pernicious 
Meaſures, | ; "x 5 ; s 

5. The greateſt Enemies to Princes and Kingdoms are deceitful and ſelf. 
ſeeking Hatterers; but faithful and unbyaſſed Counſellors arc the belt and 
firmeſt Friends to both: Plain and ingenuous Dealing ( tho” frequently un- 
acceptable) is true and ſincere Friendſhip ,, but Parafitical Fawning leads 
Princes ordinarly, on wrong Meafures, which (if continued in ) iciminate in 
KA V Us 

- 6. As Princes would have themſelves much regarded, and their Laws chear- 
fully obeyed ; ſoit muſt be their ſpecial Care, that their Laws be good aud 
 wholſome, and that their own Walk carry in it the Force ofa Law, 


FINIS. 


